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Hello to everyone, 
 
             “WOW” Can you believe it is already 2010? Where has the year gone? We want to wish 
everyone a Happy New Year. This is the time of year to make plans and schedules for the year. 
We are looking forward to sharing a fun filled year with Region E. 
 
             Clayton & Lynda were high school sweethearts; we will be celebrating our 49th Anniver-
sary this month. We were blessed with two children, five grandchildren and nine great grandchil-
dren.  We are both retired, Clayton from Owner Manager of Expert Tire and Lynda as office 
nurse for family practice Doctors. 
 
             Our life changed when we bought our first Goldwing in 1994. We chartered Chapter B2, 
Mo in 1997 and were the first Chapter Directors and Mo first Senior Chapter Directors. We have 
been Ride Coordinators, Treasures, and Assistant Region E Directors. We have been Chapter 
Couple of the Year, Mo District Couple of the Year and Region E Couple of the Year. We are 
both Senior Master Level IV. We have ridden over 290,000 safe miles while riding in all the lower 
48 states and five providences of Canada. 
 
             We would like to give our sincere thanks to Dave & Gwen Carter and the former Region 
E staff for their great leadership the past couple years. Region E has established itself as one of 
the best Regions. Through their leadership, Region E has gone forward with new ideas and 
thoughts. We have BIG shoes to fill. Remember this is your Region and any thought or ideas on 
how to make it better will be appreciated. Just call or send them to us. Lynda and I have put to-
gether a staff with a wealth of experience and knowledge. We are there for you. 
              
             Region E Rally is well into the planning stages.  It will be held on Labor Day weekend 
September 4th & 5th, with early registration on September 3rd. Where do you ask?  It will be held 
at the Radisson Quad City Plaza, 111 E. 2nd Street, Davenport, IA 52801, phone 563-322-2200 
or 1-800-992-4023. Rooms have been blocked at a rate of $79.00 per night. Just mention 
GWRRA for that rate. This is a beautiful facility that will serve our needs very well. Our theme will 
be “Back to The 50’s” Use your imagination and have fun. A Rally registration form will be avail-
able on the website soon. Web site for the Radisson is   
www. radisson.com/davenportia            
              
             We are anxiously waiting for the good news that Dave Carter and all the District LTD 
Trainers will bring back from the Summit in Phoenix.           
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Region E Directors              



The Importance of Meeting and Greeting Visitors at a Chapter meeting  
             
            Once upon a time, you walked into a room full of people.  They were 
busy having fun and talking amongst themselves. You looked around for a 
face you hoped you would recognize.  Panic!!  You didn’t see anyone you  
knew.  Thoughts rushed through your head – Should I just turn and leave?  
Where will I sit?  Wonder if anyone will talk to me? 
            And then….. a  voice…. “Hey there… Welcome to our chapter meeting. Thanks for coming.  Here, 
let me introduce you to some folks.” 
            Obviously, the new potential member is more likely to feel welcome when someone has come up to 
meet them.  Some Chapters have a person designated for greeting people.   This can be formal or informal 
with all members taking the responsibility to make people feel welcome.   
            A smile will make others smile.  So you can imagine what a frown or ignoring someone will do. 
Just a few weeks ago, one of our chapter couples (members for several years) told me about dropping in on 
a chapter meeting in central Illinois. No one spoke to them at all during the meeting or after. It was so much 
different than our home chapter!  
            You can make a difference!  Be a part to the solution. Don’t wait to be asked….. Be a greeter! 
 
 
Getting to know Steve and Sandy Schlager  
            Steve and Sandy met in 1975 in Springfield, Illinois.  Steve courted Sandy by inviting her to Country 
Music shows throughout the area in which he emceed and sang.  They were married in November 1975.  
Their family consists of Beth (daughter) and Johnny (grandson).   
            Steve has worked in the advertising specialty field since 1978.  He started out as a salesman and 
progressed to Vice President of Sales at one of the largest companies in his field.  Later, he opened his own 
business, Schlager Advertising. 
            Sandy became a registered nurse in 1972 and has been working in the healthcare field ever since.  
She worked many years in the emergency department and critical care setting.  She currently is employed 
at the Marion VA in the quality management and accreditation field. 
            Steve and Sandy have been involved in GWRRA since 1988.  They started out as members of IL-
Chapter C and moved to Southern Illinois in 1991.  At that time they joined the IL-Chapter Q family.  They 
have coordinated the Southern Illinois Ride In, been Illinois District Directors, and Chapter newsletter edi-
tors in the past.  Their Goldwing is a 2003 GL 1800.   
            Steve is active in the Experimental Aviation Association (EAA) Chapter 277.  He participates in the 
Young Eagle program, which promotes an interest in flying in children.  
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           Greetings to all our GWRRA friends, the ones we already 
know, and the ones we have yet to meet.  We are Kenton and Char 
Cole, your Region E Assistant Directors and Region E Member En-
hancement Coordinators.  We live in Lomax, IL and have been 
members of GWRRA since 2001 when we purchased our first Gold Wing while boat shopping.  
We never guessed making that purchase would change our lives.  We became very active in 
Iowa Chapter E in 2002 and we have never looked back.  Kenton rides a 2008 Pearl White Gold 
Wing (Minnie) and Char rides a 2007 Dark Red Champion Trike (Ruby).   
            
           Our participation in GWRRA was not confined only to our home Chapter.  We have been 
Chapter Activity Coordinators, Assistant Chapter Directors, Chapter Directors, and are currently 
Chapter Newsletter Editors.  We were Chapter Couple of the Year, Iowa District Couple of the 
Year, and Region E Couple of the Year.  We were most recently Iowa District Member Enhance-
ment Coordinators.  We are both MFA instructors.  We are Level IV Master Tour Riders, Road 
Captains, and seminar presenters.   
            
           Outside of GWRRA, Kenton has spent past 31 years working for the State of Iowa Depart-
ment of Corrections.  Kenton currently works at the Mt. Pleasant Correctional Facility and is look-
ing forward to retirement in 6 years, not that he is counting.  Kenton is very active with the AF-
SCME union, and is currently the President of his Local.   Char currently is the Director of Phar-
macy for a Specialty Care pharmacy in West Burlington, IA; as well as a Clinical Pharmacist for 
ProCare Hospice Care.  We met at the Iowa State Penitentiary and have been married for 12 
years.  We have 2 sons, Joshua and Justin; they have given us two beautiful granddaughters, 
Gracie and Averi –who we absolutely adore, but would never spoil (wink, wink).   
            
           We feel very honored that Clayton and Lynda have asked us to be a part of the Region E 
staff as your Assistant Region Directors and Region Member Enhancement Coordinators.   We 
are looking forward to getting to know each of you.  This is your Region and we want to help 
make it the best Region it can be. 
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Region E Membership Enhancement Coordinators 
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             HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all!  Our most sincere hope is that everyone 
had a wonderful Holiday season with plenty of family and friends gathered for 
Thanksgiving and the Christmas or the Holiday celebration you observe and that 
we all maintained ourselves and got home safely on New Year’s Eve. 
 
             We are both very proud to have been invited to serve as your new Assis-
tant Region Directors.  By way of introduction, we were high school sweethearts 
that somehow ended up getting married after the separation of Kevin’s time in the 
United States Marine Corps and Cindy’s going to college in North Dakota and get-
ting a job before we finished a long courtship and wed.  To make a long story short, we celebrated our 31st Anniversary 
this past December. 
 
             Along the way we had two wonderful daughters, Danielle and Jessica that have grown up as part of our MN 
Chapter Q family and have spent nearly as much time Co-Riding as Cindy has.  We spent many other miles in the van 
with the girls when they were younger as they both competed in archery.  This little hobby got bigger than any of us 
thought as we saw them place as high 6th (Jessie) and 4th (Dani) in their age groups at the U.S. Open National Champi-
onships.  Dani is now married and has presented us with our newest joy in the granddaughter we get to spend time with.  
Jess is in college and still keeps us wondering where she will end up. 
 
             Cindy and I started riding together on our 1979 Honda 750CBK.  Our trips were 
pretty much a one bike affair.  We became regular attendees at the Sturgis Rally.  We 
thought we had it all with a stereo in the faring and the open road below us.  As you can 
see, we were not into the Rider Ed and safe riding thing quite yet.  I still wonder how we 
made it anywhere with stuff bungee corded to any piece of frame we could find. 
 
             Then came the girls and our road trips got to be fewer for a long time.  Just occa-
sional day rides when we could get someone to watch the kids. 
 

             We bought our 1989 GL1500 in Wichita, KS and joined GWRRA when we 
moved back to Minnesota in 1995.  In 1999, we heard about a new chapter, MN-Q, hav-
ing their first Round Up and dropped in just to see what it was about.  Less than one 
year later Kevin was Assistant Educator.             In 2002, Kevin did a stint as Chapter 
Educator and then became Assistant District Educator.  In 2004, we stepped in as Dis-
trict Educators and developed a real passion for Rider Ed.  Kevin became an MFA In-
structor Coordinator as well as an LTD Presenter.  We were very honored to represent 
Minnesota as 2006 District COY.   
 

             While at the 2006 Missouri rally, we bought our current ride, a 2003 Red GL1800.  
In 2007, Cindy and I pondered for a long while before we accepted the invitation to be-
come Minnesota Assistant District Directors.  With the help of a terrific staff, we had a lot 
of fun and had a pretty successful run as MN DD.  This past summer, we were presented 
with the title “Senior District Directors” and now find ourselves taking one more new direc-
tion. 
 
             For the time being, as a short term project, we are filling in as the North Dakota 
District Directors while we work toward filling the District Staff positions to put a new leadership group in place and intro-
ducing the membership to all the fun and benefits that GWRRA has to offer them. 
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          We are Michael and Lynne Mischker and we reside in Hortonville, Wisconsin.  We have two 
grown daughters and have been blessed with three grandchildren.  Both of us are Senior Master 
Tour Riders in the Education program.  Lynne is still a newsletter Editor for Wisconsin, a Seminar 
Presenter, and an MFA facilitator.  She is also my assistant and best friend. 
 
          I am an MFA Facilitator, a Seminar Presenter, an MSF Rider Coach, a TRC Rider Coach, 
and I hold another position for Wisconsin as a Senior LTD Instructor. 
 
          We’ve been GWRRA members for almost 12 years and have been in some type of leader-
ship role for 10 of those years. 
 
           
          With the vast talent pool of Educators out and about our Region, every once in a while 
someone else’s ideas really hit me on the head.  One of our own very creative Senior District Edu-
cators, and I mean this sincerely, has come up with a promotion to get people to join the levels 
program.  Joe Pirillo of Iowa has a program he calls RU1 that persuades our members to at least 
sign up for Level I. 
 
          My hope is that all of the rest of our District Educators reach out to Joe at pirillo@netins.net 
to get the particulars of his idea.  Upon getting these particulars you should share them with your 
Chapter Educators and see where it takes you. 
 
          Ideas come from everywhere, but I believe that this idea of Joe’s has much merit.  Try it, 
you might like it!  At least that’s what my Mother always told me. 
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           Well, this is a first, Clayton reminding me that it might 
be time to submit an article for the newsletter.  For almost 
the past ten years it seems that I have been the one re-
minding – hummmmmmmm, this just might work. 
 
           A new role for the Carter household – Leadership 
Training Coordinator for Region E.  The newly acquired 
status of Senior Instructor allows me to fill the position of 
Trainer and Coordinator for the Region.  Those, in my memory, that have filed this position – 
Amy Peterson and Bill Cook – in the recent past have done an excellent job.  I am quickly realiz-
ing that this job may be, in many ways, more difficult than being the Regional Director. 
 
           Let’s set aside, for the moment, the verbiage of Leadership Training.  Because, after all, 
isn’t training just another word for education.  Taking that one step further, isn’t education – 
knowledge.  And then – knowledge is power.  But in the case of a volunteer organization, such 
as GWRRA, power should have a different connotation than what we may have experienced in 
life and in business. 
 
           Power, for our Leaders, comes from the membership.  Power is given, not taken or as-
sumed.  Having been a Director at three levels within GWRRA, I have seen great leaders, good 
leaders, adequate leaders and … well you get the idea.  Any organization, which is for profit or 
not-for-profit has them all.  You, undoubtedly, have worked for one or more of these Leaders.  If 
there was a way to elevate our leaders to at least the Good Leader platform, shouldn’t our mem-
bership require and expect our leaders to be Good Leaders?  
 
           Come the second weekend in January; most if not all of the LTD Trainers at a District and 
Region level will be attending a Summit in Phoenix.  Although, I do not know what to expect 
when I get there as the substance of the Summit has been closely guarded – I can tell you this:  
David and Kathy Orr ( National LTD Trainers ) have made this statement … A new and Exciting 
Program that will benefit Members and Leaders of the Association … will be unveiled in Phoenix.  
And, in a conversation that I had with David several months before he asked me (speaking to me 
as the Region Director) “If, as a Director, your emails and phone calls could be reduced by 50% 
would you be interested in learning how?”  That statement alone is intriguing to me.  I wonder if 
I’ll share that knowledge with Clayton? 
 
Next month – the plan. 
 
Until next time, 
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Senior Leadership Training Coordinator 
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           Hello Region E!!!!  
           Hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season, and most are ready for warm weather and rid-
ing, I know I am.  
           We are Mike & Jan Buzick, your Region Medic First Aid Trainer/Coordinators. We are so hon-
ored to have been asked by Clayton & Lynda to fill this position that we strongly believe in, and hope 
we can get the training out to as many as we can. The Region has many valuable members that have 
dedicated themselves to this program, they are the facilitators/instructors, what ever they want to be 
called. These members have gone through the training needed to bring you this life saving procedure. 
We are very proud of these individuals who give a lot to you, the members.  
           We have been married 39 years. When we got married Mike was serving with the United States 
Navy as a Corpsman. When his tour was complete we came back home to North Pekin, IL. Mike 
worked for Caterpillar Tractor, Inc, and I was a stay at home mom, until our daughters were in junior 
high school. I then went to work for Tazewell County Probation Department as a secretary. I quit work-
ing in 1998, and Mike retired in May of 2003. He now drives a bus for our school district. We have 2 
married daughters and 6 grandchildren, 3 grandson & 3 granddaughters.  
           Mike & I have been riding together since he bought his first motorcycle at the age of 16, we 
have had 7 motorcycles ranging from 1967 Sears 90cc to our current 1995, 1500cc, Goldwing Aspen-
cade. We joined GWRRA in 1995. In 1998, our sister-in-law asked us if we would like to go with their 
Chapter Z, to Asheville, NC, to a rally called Wings of the Smokies. We took our first long ride with the 
most wonderful group of people, and enjoyed it so much, we decided to become part of the chapter.  
           We have held many positions within the Chapter, District, & Region "E", from Assistant Educa-
tors, Seminar Presenters, Educators, Region "Medic First Aid Trainer/Coordinator, Chapter Senior 
Educators, Leadership Training Instructors, Central Illinois District M.A.D., Chapter Couple of the 
Year, and Illinois District Couple of the year.  
           We are looking very forward to working with Clayton & Lynda, plus you, the membership. Let's 
get this New Year started by scheduling a MEDIC FIRST AID CLASS.  
           A big Thank You to Earl & Pat Hobbs for the fine job they did as the Region Trainer/
Coordinators.  
            
We are here if you need anything, please contact us.  
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Region "E" Trainer/Coordinators of Medic First Aid  
Home phone: 309-382-1459  
Mike's email: sherm1@grics.net  
Cell phone: 309-241-1730  
Jan's email: mjb71@gallatinriver.net  
Cell phone: 309-241-2048 



           We are Glenn & Carol White and live in Versailles, Missouri.  We were high school sweethearts 
and have been married for 44 years.  We have one son, along with a wonderful daughter-in-law and 
three granddaughters. 
 
           We owned and operated White Electric and Refrigeration for 25 years.  Glenn has worked the 
past 16 years for Gates Rubber Company in Versailles in the maintenance department.  Carol worked 
as a legal secretary in Tipton, Missouri for 24 years.  That office closed November 30, 2009. 
 
           We have ridden motorcycles most of our married life from dirt bikes to street bikes.  But when 
we joined GWRRA in 1997, we found a whole new reason for riding motorcycles.  We found what 
soon became “family”.  We are charter members of Missouri B2.  We have served as Ride Coordina-
tors, Treasurer, Assistant Chapter Director, Chapter Director, Couple of the Year, and Event Coordi-
nators.  We are again currently serving as Chapter Directors.  Riding and participating with our chap-
ter is a most rewarding experience and we cherish all of our rides and fun times with this close knit 
family of friends.  We currently ride a 1996 DFT Trike and are both Level IV in the Rider Education 
Program.   
 
           In 1999 we were chosen as the Missouri District Couple of the Year.  After two years of travel-
ing the states in Region M, we were selected as the Region M Couple of the Year and was in the In-
ternational Couple of the Year selection process in 2001 in Greenville, South Carolina.  Region M was 
combined with Region E in 2001 so we are currently the last reigning Couple of the Year for Region 
M.   
 
           We served as Missouri District Directors from 2002 through 2004.  We are Region E Ambassa-
dors and have been the Missouri District Rally Registration chairmen since 2004.  After being selected 
by our chapter as Couple of the Year, we were again selected as the Missouri Couple of the Year in 
2008.  In September of 2009, we were selected as Region E Couple of the Year.  We look forward to 
the International Couple of the Year selection in Des Moines, Iowa this year.  Thank you Region E for 
your support in our endeavor to become your  International Couple of the Year. 
 
           We look forward to working with Clayton and Lynda and the new Region E staff as the Region 
E Treasurer. 
 
JOIN IN THE FUN.  PARTICIPATE, PARTICIPATE, PARTICI PATE!!!! 
 
Warm Hugs 
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Region E Couple of the Year 
Missouri District Couple of the Year  
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Hello and Happy New Year to everyone!  We are Bruce & Sherry Watkins, your new Re-

gion E Webmaster/Newsletter Editor respectively.  We wish to thank Clayton & Lynda for the 
opportunity to serve on the Region E Staff and we are truly looking forward to working with this 
great group of people.   

 
We were married in 2003 in Cancun, Mexico.  Our family consists of Bruce’s son, Bill, 

Bill’s wife Jen, their son Nicholas (1 ½ years old) who live in St. Paul, Minnesota.    Living at 
home we have my daughter Chelsey (16) and my son Justin (12).  Bruce and I both work for 
Cape Girardeau County government; Bruce as Park Superintendent, and Sherry as Deputy Re-
corder of Deeds.  We have both been with County Government more than 20 years each.  Al-
though we both work full time, we have managed to travel in all the lower 48 states since 2006 
either on our 2001 Goldwing, or the 2006 Goldwing Motor Trike that we recently sold.  Need-
less to say, our goal is to someday be able to say we have ridden in all 50 states.   

 
In 2005, our lives were greatly changed by joining GWRRA.  Our current roles in  

GWRRA include Region E Webmaster/Newsletter Editor, MO Assistant District Directors, MO 
District Newsletter Editor, and MO Chapter I Directors.  Past roles include MO Assistant Rider 
Educator, MO Chapter I Rider Educator, and MO Chapter I Newsletter Editor. We can’t say 
enough good things about this organization and have met so many life long friends since join-
ing.  We are excited about the new year, our new roles, and the opportunities that await us. 
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           Hello Region E!! 
 
         Let me introduce ourselves to those who don’t already know us.  We are 
Stuart (Wally) and Jan Wallace.  We live in Ft. Madison, IA, and are members of 
Chapter IA-E, out of Burlington.  We have been members of GWRRA since 2005, 
when we purchased our first Goldwing.  It was a 2002 orange trike, “Sunni”, with 
a Champion conversion kit.  We put over 60,000 miles on that trike before trading 
it in on a titanium 2009 Goldwing with a Road Smith conversion kit.  We already 
have a couple thousand miles on “Oki” (which stands for Our Kids Inheritance) 
and have plans for putting lots more in the years to come.  We have served as 
Chapter Couple of the Year, Assistant Chapter Directors, Chapter Treasurer, Iowa 
District Couple of the Year, Chapter Directors, and District Treasurer.  Now we are 
beginning the 2010 year as your Region Patch Shop persons.   
 
         We have huge shoes to fill because Robin Hyde has handled this job for 
several years with great efficiency and skill.  There will be a learning curve for us, 
but we are more than willing to do the job.  We plan on continuing a quick turn-
around when you submit your orders.  There is a fairly large inventory so most or-
ders can be filled quickly. 
 
         If you are looking to update your vests, get new vests, or need patches for 
your current offices, please let us know.  We will get a new order form on the web-
site as quickly as possible.   If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch with us.  We may not have an immediate answer, but we will immedi-
ately try to find one!!! 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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Attention Illinois  
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A New & Exciting Program  
that will benefit  

 Members and Leaders of the Association. 
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Make your room reservations now and then contact  
Dave Carter, LTD Region E Trainer, to secure your spot for a fun weekend 

815-477-9893 
foxwing1@sbcglobal.net 

 
One in every Ten members attending will win a Full Complimentary Registration 

for the Illinois District Rally 
Lunch to be provided by Illinois District on one day 






