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o )+ Hello to all,
WING DING 32 was fantastic! A BIG THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED
S US WITH SECURITY this year. We really appreciate the way you came through for us, it
LSH/$O#!1$8 made our assignment a lot easier. WE have a lot of wonderful people not only in Region E,
-# ) -+ but from all over that volunteered to help us. Some of our Canadian family even helped us
with security and we love you all. What a great time we had and hope you did also. It is al-
(*1 * ways fun going to a family reunion, especially when you don’'t have to cook and bring a cov-
2 = ered dish.
HY%"$HE&S.% We are so proud of Region E’s Couple of the Year, Glenn & Carol White. They did an
3*)*+ outstanding job at Wing Ding. The new International Couple of the Year is Fred and Mandy
Mew from Region H. We want to congratulate them on this honor bestowed upon them.
2. 1 We hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable 4™ of July. It is hard to believe we are
QIHYAYHA00" already into July. We still have a lot of Convention/Rallies left this summer. It worked out
3*1) o+ great for us to go to the Wisconsin convention/Rally at the Wisconsin Dells. We had a great
time and enjoyed all the fun and games even though Clayton’s chuck wagon didn't win the
K 5*3 race. Since we were packed for Wing Ding, we didn’t have room to pack our western hats.

You might wonder how Wisconsin is on your way to Des Moines, coming from Missouri. | am
still trying to figure that out, but you know that’s just how it worked. We are looking forward to
the Minnesota Rally the 16" & 17™ of this month.
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*1 While at our hotel in Des Moines, a gentleman asks me the question, “What is your
5 organization?” | started to tell him about all the wonderful friends in our organization, the rides
. $%#4&&#/$/, we take, and the different Rallies we go to. He then said in 10 words or less, tell me about
786 .)'( (+ your group. | thought for a couple of seconds and said, “Our Moto is FRIENDS FOR FUN
SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE,” and then explained about our Rider Ed with our ERC classes,
9 our gold book and what a great extended family we are. | could have gone on and on about

8 - 35<3 this great organization and | think he knew that.
. %#ﬁ%#"w/ This is the time of year when we are out on our Wings more and we need to be aware
) of everything we learn in our safety seminars. Make sure you drink plenty of fluids and keep
5 hydrated, take brakes, and cool off frequently. If you are tired and need a brake don't hesitate
51 7*= to let the leader know. Usually if you need a break others in your group do also. Listen to your
* body and don't over extend yourself. Have a fun and safe summer and enjoy the freedom of

,0&'#'&3;#&'"" the road.

A The Region E Convention/Rally is approaching fast. Make sure you get your room
( 6 reservations in soon, the Radisson is filling up fast. We would appreciate you sending in your
;5 ¢ 3 registration prior to August 31. This will help us in planning a great Rally for you. Also don't

0&'ﬁ%&"#$%!% forget to order your Region Rally T Shirts. Look on the Region E Website to place your order.
007 )%+ THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!...Until next time,
> * ’* 1
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Friends for Fun, Safety, and Knowledge (Part 3)

You are all familiar with the GWRRA motto of Friends for Fun, |
Safety, and Knowledge. This month, | am going to explore what
“Knowledge” means to a member of GWRRA!!!

Motorcycle riding is fun (!) but it is even more fun when done in a safe manner. Knowledge is a part of
the fun and safety. After all if you are knowledgeable, you will be practicing safety and this just makes it more
fun.

As a GWRRA member, we are lucky to be able to participate in leadership and safety seminars FREE.
The leadership seminars are really for everyone. Yes, they cover some aspects of GWRRA policy that helps a
Chapter Director or Assistant Chapter Director in their roles. However, this information also helps members un-
derstand the organization, how it came to be, what the mission is and how the pieces fit together. In addition,
there are sessions on time management, stress, and team building.

The Chapter Rider Educator is an important part of chapter life and provides tips promoting safe riding
as well as facilitates discussion among members about safety.

Rider Education Seminar Presenters are volunteers who have stepped forward to learn and be prepared
to share rider and co-rider safety information to other GWRRA members. There is a series of seminars ranging
from Road Captain to Co-Rider to Mature Rider to Crash Scene Response. These seminars are great to be
taken as a group where you learn from each other and can offer support to each other. There are also the Ex-
perienced Rider Education classes which provide one an opportunity to practice what you are learning.

GWRRA also encourages members to become knowledgeable in First Aid and CPR (cardiopulmonary
resuscitation). While one hopes you will never need to use the information, statistics show that one tends to
need CPR more often among family than among friends.

Motorcycle Awareness education for the public is a part of the mission of GWRRA. There are videos if
you wish to speak at a public function and brochures available for distribution to the public. An idea is to ask
your doctor or public library if you may display the brochures.

Participation is the key and you must decide what level you can and want to do. The more you are in-
volved the more you will learn and be able to function in a safe manner. This also makes life and riding more
fun. GWRRA is made up of people who KNOW how to have fun in a safe manner. Sandy and | invite you to join
in the fun and be safe through continuing to learn.

Region E Assistant Directors
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Do you really have cliques in your chapter or just diverse groups of people?

With any luck, before any of us get a chance to read this, we will have seen
each other in Des Moines during Wing Ding. Cindy and | will be leaving for Wing Ding
later this morning. We are really looking forward to the riding, shopping the vendor
area, seeing what Des Moines has to offer, and mostly, we are looking forward to renewing old friendships and hopefully
making a few new acquaintances.

After all, it is the friends that are more like family than some of our real family, that become solid traveling partners
and confidants that make our membership worth much more than the annual fees. It gets very easy for me to get carried
away trying to explain the intangible benefits of GWRRA to new folks or prospective members.

Just arriving at an event automatically places you in the midst of your fellow Wingers and gives you something in
common with them from the start. We’re all motorcycle enthusiasts and folks that like to get out and ride your machines.
That is what connects us all together. There is another side to keep in mind though.

While it is true we all have a common hobby, it is not true that we all must enjoy it in the exact same way. There
are as many different ways to enjoy riding as there are styles of rider. In other words, even if we all enjoy our bikes, we
might all enjoy them differently. Some enjoy getting up early and getting on the road for an “all dayer.” Some like to sleep
in and travel at a relaxed pace. Some camp, some hotel, some need everything planned and some like to just “wing it” as
they go.

The thing to keep in mind is that none of the above is either wrong or right — just different. Folks that fit into these
various roles will likely tend to gravitate toward each other and form their travel groups. In some instances | have heard
these little bands referred to as “their clique.” | know that | have been associated with a certain bunch of people because
we seem to hang out together. Oddly enough, the accused clique seems to be open to anyone that wants to sit in.

I would reply to those that lump us in a clique to look closer and see that when at a social or other event, we min-
gle thru the entire crowd and have friends in each small bunch. We seem to fit into several cliques all at the same time.
How does that work? Our accused clique is not so much a closed clique as it is a group of travelers with similar touring
styles.

The whole key is to be tolerant of each other’s attitudes toward riding, travel, entertainment and all the rest that
goes with it. Remember, none of them are wrong, they might just be different than our idea of fun and isn't that GREAT? If
we all had to have the same ideas of fun, our own likes would get so crowded that we would likely go find something new
and then look back at them and start the same old argument again.

So my message might be, let’s take a look at those cliques and instead of being critical or segregating them away,

let's be a bit more accepting and wander over to see who they are and maybe blend the groups (instead of the word
cligues) while on our feet. We can split up again when we ride to suit our comfortable travel plans.

Ride Safe — Ride Smart

Assistant Region E Directors




| can’t believe when are in the middle of July already. Our summer
seems to be flying by. Several of the “little family reunions” are over. Those of
you that attended Wing Ding can tell those that didn’t what an awesome time
you had. The weather was perfect, not too hot, and not too cold and no rain
until the Sunday after —-wow what more could we ask for. | know many of you
have made a trip to lowa already this summer, but don’t forget to make another
trip to lowa. On September 3-5 your Region Team would like to take you Back
to the 50’s in Davenport, lowa. This is one family reunion you don’t want to miss —you will want to come and check out
what your Region Team has in store for you this year. So brush up on your 1950'’s trivia (you might need it), the Mashed
Potato, the Hand Jive, etc you never know when those things will come in handy.

Twice per year Phoenix sends out a complete membership list. This is a list that contains every current member in
GWRRA. Each district will be receiving this in the next week or so (as soon as we receive it from Phoenix we will pass it
on). | can already hear the, “So what are we supposed to do with list?” | would encourage each of you to take a look at
the list —look for names of members that you haven't seen in a while and ask yourself why? Now take a moment a contact
those people you haven't seen in a while —take the time to talk to them find out why they haven't been around at GWRRA
functions. Over the past few months | have heard many members talk about their chapter being in a “rut” or that they are a
“struggling chapter.” It is time we ask ourselves why and to ask our members why. We need to let our members guide us
and help to make us a strong chapter again. This doesn't just happen; it takes commitment and dedication from active
members of the chapter. | know that we all become comfortable in our groups and that we are all very busy (remember
each of us has the same amount of time each day, but each of us choose how to use that time). | would like to challenge
each chapter in Region E to take a look at the complete member list when it arrives in your e-mail inbox to contact the
members on the list that have not been at a chapter gathering in a while and personally invite them to the next function.
Take a little time to find out why they have been gone —show them you care. | would love to see each chapter in Region E
bring at least 5 ‘lost’ members back to GWRRA. Once you make these contacts, send me an e-mail letting me know how
many you have been able to bring back to the chapter. Remember the chapter is the heart of GWRRA, without strong
chapters we don'’t have strong districts and don’t have strong regions and therefore we don’t have GWRRA.

| often recall a question that was asked of Kenton and me during the International Couple of the Year selection in
Nashville, TN. Shirley Stephens-Garcia asked how our lives would be different if GWRRA folded today. At the time we
didn’'t answer very well, but after having some time to think about this question both of us has said our lives wouldn’t
change because we would still have all of our friends, GWRRA was just a way we made those friends. | think about that
guestion often and | believe | would even answer it slightly different today. Although we would still have the friends we
made through GWRRA and true, GWRRA provided us with a great opportunity to meet these new friends, without GWRRA
others will miss the opportunity to meet the same great people that we have met. GWRRA not only provided us the ave-
nue in which to meet great new people, but continues to provide the avenue to meet great new people from all over the
world. | think to Wing Ding this year, had we not been in Des Moines, lowa a few weeks ago we would have missed the
chance to meet new friends (Lonnie and Vikki Mixel) from Vero Beach, FL.

GWRRA does ask us to give a little of our time and of ourselves to help make this a successful organization that
continues to grow and stay strong. | am asking that we give them what they are asking for since they have given us so
much. | wouldn't trade my GWRRA family for anything —so let's share that with others that are already GWRRA members
but haven't found their chapter family yet.

Kenton, Gracie and | look forward to seeing all of you in Davenport, lowa as Region E takes you “Back to the Fif-
ties” on September 3-5, 2010.

Ride Safe.

Assistant Region Director
Region Member Enhancement Coordinators




Did you “ Turn your head” to look where you are goi ng??

As with most of Region “E” membership, Lynne and | had an uneventful trip to and from Wing Ding. We managed
to be just in front of the wet weather all the way home on Sunday and in fact, just as | was taking off the trailer in front of
my garage it started to rain, great timing. Besides seeing many Region “E” members in attendance, | need to personally
thank all who volunteered to help in many area activities.

Lynne and | had a very busy week that started on Monday with an all day Region Educators meeting. Tuesday
was range layout and painting of the rider course ranges. Wednesday was the first of two ERC courses where | filled in for
a Rider Coach who did not show up. Thursday morning brought about a four hour stint in the Rider Education booth on the
Convention floor which did leave the afternoon for Lynne and me to visit the floor and spend some of our money. Friday
morning at 7AM found us out on the ERC range again with Dave and Sandie Nackers conducting another course and
showing our students how much | can sweat in the warm weather. Again we had a free afternoon, but given that the
weather was quite warm, | opted to take a “siesta,” maybe | should say that the week started to catch up with me. Satur-
day was the Masters Breakfast where Region “E” was honored to have three recipients of National Awards of Merit. Con-
gratulations go out to John Olenick (IA- District Educator) and Marty Hall (MO -District Educator) for a well deserved award.
After breakfast, yours truly, made a boo-boo by stopping by the Rider Education booth where a problem of a no-show/
scheduling error left a Co-rider seminar without a presenter. You can figure out what happened, Lynne and | stepped up to
the plate and presented to fifteen eager members awaiting the seminar.

Looking back both Lynne and I can only say, Whew....but we can also say that we met many willing participants in
Rider Education. We kept what we did for them Fun, Humorous and Educational. NO ONE went away without some
knowledge gained DID YOU? You have heard it before----Participate and the fun will follow. If not now, then
when?

Wing Ding 32 is now history and I'm giving the phrase “Turn your head” a small breather, but | will be back be-
cause fun is to be had if you seek it out. If you are missing fun and adventure, step right up, you don’t know what you are
missing.

Region E Senior Educator
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| think the best part of Wing Ding is getting to see all those friends that
you have not seen since - maybe since the last Wing Ding. Gwen and | hope that
each of you had a great time at Wing Ding if you had the opportunity to get away
from home and just enjoy a few days away. But there is always next year in
Knoxville, TN.

But, Wing Ding is Wing Ding, and | suspect that others will write about
their experiences in Des Moines. However while | was at Wing Ding, | was able to
attend a two hour OCP seminar directed towards the Region and District Trainers. Many of you were there and this will be
old news. but for those that did not

Scheduled to be released by the October 2010 is OCP 2. The release date is anticipated to coincide with all of our
yearly Operational Meetings at the Region & District Levels. OCP 2 is designed for District & Region level Officers. As per
the presentation at Wing Ding, OCP 2 is designed to provide expanded information that those Officers need at their level of
service. With some of the recent International Staff changes, so go some of their respective duties and our lines of commu-
nication. Currently, from my perspective, these anticipated changes should not affect the Chapters and Members directly.
Remember, OCP's (1 or 2) sole purpose is to benefit the membership so that the membership at large has a the best experi-
ence that GWRRA can provide. Since we were advised that OCP 2 is only 3 - 4 hours in length, it could be tied in with the
Ops meetings with a little pre-planning and advance notice to your staffs. As soon as | get more info on this additional certifi-
cation I'll pass it along ASAP. Interesting fact here, since January 2010, the LTP has certified 2,200 GWRRA members and
we are about 98% completed in training the current volunteer officers.

August 31, 2010 - the dead line for OCP 1 Certification. It's real and it will be adhered to, but we have some wiggle
room. It is a given that we have seen some Officers dig their heals in and refuse to participate in the OCP. It is in the best
interest of the chapter and it's members that someone talks, not only to the respective officer(s), but to the Chapter as a
whole. We (collectively) are seeing a lot of misinformation out there and the Chapter members are only hearing one side of
the story. That one side is often very negative. It is not in the best interest of GWRRA to close a chapter; it is in the best in-
terest of GWRRA that the members have the correct information. That means that those chapters deserve a personal visit
from District Staff and/or OCP Certified Trainer so that "the rest of the story" is known.

Now, should you find that Officer who has not participated due to time, distance, money, family, work (in other words
a valid reason, after all GWRRA should be 3rd, 4th even 5th in the priority list) we now have an alternative tool. If valid rea-
sons exist and the Officer is willing to agree - in writing — then that officer has until Jan. 1, 2011 to attend an OCP. In addition
to that, any new officer has 6 months (their probationary period) to attend an OCP. This additional aid should dove tail into
our maintenance of the OCP so that the Trainers only have to offer this program twice a year.

By the way Trainers, have you been looking for and helping your current LTP Staff towards additional OCP Certified
Instructors. Nationwide, I'm advised that, our original 54 who attended training in Phoenix has expanded to 154. Be a little
proactive here - remember the way to become OCP Instructor Certified is to be an LTP Instructor for more than a year, have
taught either a Horizon Program or Instructor Development Program and is OCP certified. Also, FYI, the IDP for both Rider
Ed and LTP are identical so now that one course fulfills both divisional requirements.

An observation; every member that | have ever talked to who joined GWRRA joined for the sole purpose of riding
their Gold Wing with others of like interest. Walking in the door, few, if any, expected to be introduced to the vast training op-
portunities that our association provides. Our association continues to be recognized by other National organizations as a
leader when it comes to motorcycle safety and education. The uniqueness of the Leadership Training Program provides a
venue for everyone to capitalize on the desire to provide a means and manner to accomplish that unexpected training.

The Leadership Training Program, administered by the Trainers and Instructors, must work hand in hand with our
Directors at every level. Being proactive is the best way to bring our educational opportunities to the Membership. Do not
wait for the member to come to you, bring the opportunity to them. As someone once said to me — Lead and they will follow.

Until Next Time-

Region E LTD Trainers




THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU

Region E participants, you are the GREATEST!!! We wish to thank you for your support during our quest for the
International Couple of the Year. Even though we were not the chosen couple, we had a wonderful time representing
Region E. If you don't think the safety green shirts could be seen as we walked up on the stage, you are entirely wrong.
Everyone knew Region E was in the room. Your signs of PARTICIPATE, PARTICIPATE, PARTICIPATE, were such an
encouragement and so appropriate for us as that is what we have stressed all year and will continue to stress. Only by
participating can members receive the most rewards from their GWRRA experience. Your kindness, hugs, and words of
encouragement were priceless to us. Our congratulations to Fred and Mandy Mew from Region H as being selected the
International Couple of the Year.

Don't forget that the Region Couple of the Year Selection will be at the Region E Rally September 4 and 5.
Please make plans now to attend and support you District Couple as they vie for the Region E Couple of the Year.

We are enjoying being Region E’s Couple of the Year and look forward to seeing everyone at the rallies the rest
of this summer.

Again, Region E, you are the best and we are honored to have represented you at the International Couple of
the Year Selection.

) 9?7 +
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Well, we are back from Wing Ding 32, lots of walking plus, the heat was on. As usual, we got to see all our friends
from all across the good ole US of A, plus meeting new ones from England and Germany. My little social butterfly could
have done more there | think, but Janet sure likes to talk. Which, if you think about it, isn't that just a small part of this great
big family we have that is called GWRRA. There just wasn't enough time there to really sit down and visit as long as we
would have liked to.

IOWA out of corn? WHAT? Ok, they did get some more. Tuesday night we truly enjoyed ourselves at the casino/
horse track, visiting with friends from Minnesota and Missouri. Have you ever meet Jim from Missouri? He sure has some
stories that's for sure, had Jan going!

Jan went to the Couple of the Year competition while | attended a Medic First Aid Trainers meeting, given by Inter-
national Director Larry Stiles. Some very useful information was discussed. This information will be shared with the Medic
First Aid Trainers, Coordinators, and Instructors in the coming weeks. This information should make the program paper-
work and communication a lot better. COMMUNICATION - very important.

Medic First Aid is a part of Rider Education and the levels program. All Trainers/Coordinators and Instructors must
learn how important it is to communicate with all officers involved. When a class is given, a copy should be sent to your
Coordinator, District Educator, and Region Educator. The final original roster then is sent to me, Region Trainer/
Coordinator, then | will send it to the International Director within a 2 week period. All original rosters have to be to the In-
ternational Director within 2 weeks of the class date. Anyway, there is more, but not for the newsletter.

Jan & | sat in on a class, helping and advising a couple from Wisconsin, Gary & Marge Mason, that had just be-
come Trainers at Wing Ding. Also becoming Trainers were Dave Nackers, also from Wisconsin, and Jerry Blatt from Mis-
souri. Region "E' once again stepped up to the plate for another Wing Ding.

| have sent e-mails out to instructors, notifying them of renewals. Some will probably no longer be Medic First Aid
instructors. This happens when you get too many in a District and then can't get enough classes for them to teach and
stay current. 2 for 2 is what we do. 2 classes within a 2 years, that breaks down to 1 class a year to stay current, a very
low requirement if you ask me. | will be going through my records to see how many classes instructors have taught and
will inform them of what they need.

Although we are 3rd Internationally with close to 300 members taught, we can do a lot better than that. | think!

Help support the Medic First Aid program in your Chapter, District, and Region, by having a class. Our instructors have
worked hard so far this year and in years past. We would like the opportunity to work harder. Please get us off unemploy-
ment and give us a job. Sound familiar? Does here in lllinois. We're ready to serve you, the membership of GWRRA.
This could be a lifesaving opportunity for you. Just remember, if you are the only one in a room or group that has been
trained in Medic First Aid and you go down, who is going to help or even save you?

Stay hydrated and be safe!

Until next time,

n #$%
Region "E" Medic First Aid Trainer/Coordinators


































